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At Thomson Reuters, we know that the pressures
and challenges facing the legal profession are
continually increasing, resulting in you having to
work harder and faster to find the answers you need.

Westlaw UK is the leading legal research solution,
drawing upon over 125 years of experience to deliver
the most relevant legal information to you, faster and
more accurately than any other provider in the market.

With the launch of the new and improved Westlaw UK
- it's time you took advantage of the exciting features,
functionality and content on offer, all designed with
your legal research in mind.
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Cases Home Courts Law Reports

Home > Cases

v @ & Cases

Terms and Connectors

Parties

Citation

01 Supporting your legal workflow

The new Westlaw UK has been built to support your legal workflow, allowing seamless access

to other leading Thomson Reuters solutions, such as Practical Law and Books. Joint Practical
Law, Westlaw UK and Books users will now be able to benefit from seamless navigation between
leading know-how and legal research resources.

Free Text

Subject/Keyword

Law Reports

Throughout 2019 and beyond, Westlaw UK will continue to integrate with other Thomson Reuters
solutions, such as Lawtel. All with the aim of making your legal research experience easier, and
enabling you to quickly find the answers you need.

Term Defined

Date | All

Legjslation Title

Legilation Provision No. | Any . o 0 2 Enhanced search functionality
court With optimised search templates, the new Westlaw UK allows you to perform more accurate
and precise searches, enabling you to find the content you need faster.
Judge

The re-designed search results pages allow you to tailor results by a selection of key filters,
Cases Cited (Party) such as topic, jurisdiction, court, status and date. It also offers the ability to see ‘more” and ‘most’
detail, aiding you in your search to pin down and locate the correct content for your research.

Cases Cited (Citation)

Hide options Q Search

About Product support Connect with us .

About us User Guides Contact us
Testimonials Request Training Events and Conferences
Careers What's New

Feedback

24 hour customer support +44 345 600 9355
THOMSON REUTERS"
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Rock Advertising Ltd v MWB Business Exchange Centres Ltd

Also known as: MWB Business Exchange Centres Ltd v Rock Advertising Ltd
(Significant )

Case Digest

Summary
A"No Oral Modification” clause in a contract was legally effective. An oral agreement to
vary a contract containing such a clause was therefore ineffective.

Abstract
An operator of serviced offices appealed against a decision that the oral variation of 2
contractual licence had been effective despite the presence of a "No Oral Modification™

(NOM) clause in the licence.

The clause had provided that "All variations to this Licence must be agreed, set out in
writing and signed on behalf of both parties before they take effect”. The licensee
accumulated arrears of licence fees. It proposed a revised schedule of payments. Part of
the upcoming payments would be deferred and the arrears would be spread over the
remainder of the licence term. The licensee's covenant to pay would be worth slightly less
to the operator. While the licensee contended that the operator had orally agreed to vary
the licence, the operator considered the revised schedule merely a proposal. It locked the
licensee out of the premises for failure to pay the arrears and terminated the licence. It
sued for the arrears; the licensee counterclaimed for damages for wrongful exclusion. The
judge found that an oral agreement had been made to vary the licence in accordance with
the revised schedule and that the variation was supported by consideration because it
brought practical advantages to the operator. However, he found that the variation was
ineffective because it had not been in writing, as the NOM clause required. The Court of
Appeal held that the oral agreement to vary the payments also amounted to an agreement

to dispense with the NOM clause, meaning the operator was bound by the variation.

Held
Appeal allowed.

(Lord Briggs dissenting as to reasoning but not as to result)

NOM clauses - The law gave effect to contractual provisions requiring specified formalities
to be observed for a variation. To hold otherwise would override the parties' intentions:
they could not validly bind themselves as to how future changes in their legal relations
were to be achieved, however clearly they expressed their intention to do so. Making such
a clause ineffective on the basis of maintaining party autonomy was a fallacy: autonomy
operated up ta the point when the contract was made, but thereafter only to the extent
that the contract allowed. NOM clauses prevented attempts to undermine written

o

Positive/Neutral Judicial
Consideration

View Graphical History

Court
Supreme Court

Judgment Date
16 May 2018

Where Reported
[2018] UKSC 24
[20191A.C. 113

Save to Research

Add a note S ]
Highlight b ]
Copy without reference

Copy with reference

Times, May 22,2018
Judgment

Subject
Contracts

Other related subjects
Landlord and tenant

Keywords

Arrears; Consideration;
Contractual licences;
Estoppel; Oral contracts;
Variation clauses

Judge

Lady Hale PSC; Lord Wilson
JSC; Lord Sumption JSG;
Lord Lloyd-Jones J5C; Lord
Briges JSC

Counsel

For the appellant: Clifford
Darton, Sally Anne
Blackmore. For the
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Improved user interface

Following an industry standard re-design, the new modern interface allows you to quickly
and easily access the content you need.

An optimised document display enables you to easily locate key information, such as the
status of a case or legislative provision. The enhanced interface also provides consistency
in design with Practical Law and Books, meaning that once you've learnt the basics of one
of our legal solutions, it is far easier to use and extract the benefits from them all.

New levels of personalisation

The new Westlaw UK offers an elevated level of personalisation, providing the ability to set
your own homepage, view your history, annotate documents or save resources to a folder.
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Space Technology: Licensing: Written question - 140842
Document Type: Official Publication - UK Jurisdiction: UK

Deforestation and forest degradation - stepping up EU action
Document Type: Official Publication - EU | Jurisdiction: European

Education Strategic Review draft Education Standards and Learning Qutcomes consultation
Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK

Add to Outlook

Add to Outlook

Add to Outlook

New collaboration features

As organisations move towards a more collaborative way of working, it's important to support
this movement through efficient and effective solutions.

Date range
S = Draft guidance on the effects of the UK's -nu‘d‘ea\ exit from the European Union on the functions of the CMA Add to Outlook Westlaw UK now prowdes the capablllty to create, edlt, view and share annotations with
Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK .
colleagues, as well as the ability to share curated folders.

Document Type Statutory consultation on modifications to the Electricity Distribution Licence to recover the costs associated with | Add to Outlook
. [ror 33 appointing a Supplier of Last Resort
# O Policy & Guidance 110 Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK

Press Releases 6

Newspaper Articles 1 Call for evidence: "Adults at Risk" in immigration detention Add to Outlook .

Document Type: Consultatie Document | Jurisdiction: UK Keep abreast with key dates
Topic e . .
&8 EommerZhal u New Edition of the Green Book launched Add to Outlook In an ever-changing legal landscape, the new Westlaw UK now offers key date calendars to aid
i B Document Type: Press Release | Jurisdiction: Northern Ireland P P . . . .

# [J Companies and partnerships 3 in identifying upcoming legal changes in the areas that matter to you. With Microsoft Outlook
@ Contract 6 . . . . . . . .
ool e Promoting investment and competition in fibre networks: Approach to geographic markets Add to Outlook integration, it provides the option for calendar reminders, so you can be certain you're working
@ Data and communications 14 Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK Wlth the latest infOrmatiOn.
% [ Employment and work 14
e Environment 25 Working Group on Maintenance of Tenement Scheme Property: Interim Recommendations Report Add to Outlook
® [ Equalityandhumanrights 3 Document Type: Report | Jurisdiction: Scotland
# (] Family 3
® Finance 20 Draft Business Plan 2019/20 - A consultation on our proposed business plan for 2019/20 Add to Outlook
# [ Health and social welfare 9 Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK
® Insolvency 1
® @ Intellectual property 1 Non-Jury Trials: Justice and Security (Northern Ireland) Act 2007 Add to Outlook
O Inemational 2 Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: Northern Ireland
~ Land 23
# [ Legal system 25 . 2 - .
& Litigation and dispute 10 Review of regulatery financial reporting for Royal Mail: Cost allocation and transfer pricing consultation Add to Outlook

resolution Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK
% [ Local government 2
- Na"»"“"ga"d 5‘3’?5@[”‘)" 4 Review of Regional TV Production and Programming Guidance - consultation Add to Outlook
# [ Publicand constitutional 32 Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK
e Social regulation 19
B Tax 12 Appropriate clinical negligence cover Add to Outlook
0 Torts 2 Document Type: Consultative Document | Jurisdiction: UK
= Transport and shipping 15
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UK

Supreme Court

Court of Appeal (Civil Division)
Court of Appeal (Criminal Division)

Lawtel Court Round-up

Fortnightly Lawtel Court Round-ups provide exclusive information on the
latest developments from the Royal Courts of Justice and the Rolls
Building, brought te you by the Lawtel court reporting team.

1fyouwould like to receive the fortnightly Court Round-up emails in your
inbox, please contact customer support or call 0345 600 9355 (+ 44 345 600
9355 for overseas callers). Please note, a subscription to Lawtel is required.
Court Round-up issue 28

25 February 2019

Court Round-up issue 25

11 February 2019

Court Round-up issue 24

28 January 2019
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Latest developments

UK Supreme Court to sit in Wales.
this summer

Press Release | March 01,2019 14:44
(6MT)

Woman faces retrial after landmark
ruling overturns conviction for
murder

Article - Newspaper | March 01,2018
07:37 (GMT)

Jane v Westminster Magistrates’
Court

Case - Transcript | February 28,2019
00:10 (GMT)

View all

Latest Brexit cases

Canary Wharf (BP4) T1 Ltd v
European Medicines Agency

20 February 2019

Aviva Life and Pensions UK Ltd, Re

19 February 2019

Triodos Bank N.V, Re
11 February 2019

Legislation Books View all

Supreme Court Rules 2009/1603 WS BeR a5

Civil Procedure Rules 1998/3132 avIL

Criminal Procedure Rules 2015/1490 b v Editor in Chief: Lord Justice Jackson | Publication Tweets o [

Senior Courts Act 1981 ¢. 54 e date: 28 Mar 2018 0 =
awtel

Topics overview

Courts and tribunals
Judges
Practice 2018 Ed.

Dl 1t i 4 e

Court of Appeal heard that in a
psychiatrists opinion Sally
Challen was suffering from 2
mental disorders at time of killing
husband. The evidence was not

Archbold Criminal Pleading Evidence and available at trial. Court quashes

conviction and oraers retrial
#oourtreporters

Author: James Richardson, QC
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New dedicated interest pages

Westlaw UK is constantly engaging with users to discuss what challenges the legal community
is facing and this feedback has led to the creation of dedicated interest pages.

For example, explore focused Crime and Scots Law pages, or the Court pages, which enable
you to browse cases content in a completely new way, across the 3 biggest courts in the UK.

New levels of alerting

The new Westlaw UK allows you to tailor when and how you are notified of a legal change,
ensuring that you are always up to date with the latest legal developments.

Quickly and easily create search or topic alerts, as well as the ability to document alert on
cases content.
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Books

~ Favourite Books

Benjamin's Sale of Chitty on Contracts IDS Employment Law Phipson on Evidence
B ootk B e Handbooks B o
G 20 O O
Narrow publications by: L
All Publications (285) New home for books
Cancel
Selectall | Noitems selected 1-100 > Unlock the full potential of Westlaw UK books via a dedicated homepage, with a host of new
T"F"[A ittion and Disout A-Z of Civil Litigation 2nd Ed. time-saving, efficiency-increasing features and functionality, such as the continuous reading
thitration and Dispute . R -
Resoluti
B:,i,l;g‘[;nnd Financial Aircraft Finance: Registration, Security and Enforcement @ mOde' enhanced index and intuitive pUbllcatlon pages.
Services
Company and Commercial Aldridge Leasehold Law ®
Competition Law
Construction Aldridge: Powers of Attorney 11th Ed. @
More Topics o
Analytical Commentary to the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules 1stEd. ® Innovatlve futu re developments
Jurisdiction
:ﬂyLUKéu“sd'm” AmaniSPivatE Intemationali w3t Ed: G Thomson Reuters are committed to investing in legal research solutions that provide you with
nglan: . " . . -
Northern Ireland Arbitration World 2018 (Sweet & Maxwell International Series) @ the tools and content needed to complete the tasks at hand.
Scotland o = . 3 "
. Archbold Criminal Pleading Evidence and Practice 2019 Ed. G Launching Westlaw UK on a strategic platform provides the opportunity for you to benefit from
European Union Archbold Magistrates’ Courts Criminal Practice 2019 ® new and exciting features and functionality, such as the legislation version compare tool, which
Otherjurisdictions f ;
Aridbeand oy onTaud SR & aims to launch in phases throughout 2019.
Publisher/Series
Bloomsbury Professional Arlidge, Eady & Smith on Contempt 5th Ed. @
Common Law Library
DS Arnould: Law of Marine Insurance and Average 19th Ed. @
Other publishers
Oxford University Press | The Art Collecting Legal Handbook 2016 (Sweet & Maxwell International Series) ®

More Publisher/Series -
Banks on Sentence 13th Ed. ®

Subscription

Show in plan only Barnsley's Land Options 6th Ed. ®

Favourites ] Benjamin's Sale of Goods 10th Ed. @
. f
Showfavourites enly Blackstone's Criminal Practice 2019 ® Qut of Plan

Cancel Boilerplate: Practical Clauses 7th Ed. @
Bowstead & Reynolds on Agency 21st Ed. @

] Building Contract Disputes @
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