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Our late Sovereign Kine GEorGE THE Firra died at Sandringham
House, in the seventy-first year of his age and the twenty-sixth
year of his reign, on 20th January 1936. His RovaL HiGHNEsS
Epwarp PrINCE oF WALEs was thereupon proclaimed King
by the title of EDwarRD THE EicHTH.
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MEMORANDUM.

1936.
January 1.—The HoNoUrABLE S1r GEORGE EDWARD RicH, K.C.M.G.,
one of the Justices of the High Court of Australia,
was appointed a member of the Privy Council.



THE LATE SIR FRANK GAVAN DUFFY.

On 4th August 1936, at the sittings of the High Court in Sydney,
StargE, DixoN, Evarr and McTierNaN JJ. being present, the
following observations were made by STARKE J. :—

The Chief Justice regrets that he is unable to be present this

morning.

Since the last sitting of this Court the Chief Justice and we have
heard with sorrow of the death of SR FRANK GavanN Durry the
late Chief Justice of the Court.

Sir FraNK GavaN Durry was one of the oldest members of the
legal profession in Australia. There are few, indeed, who can
equal the length of his experience or who can rival it in variety of
legal service. He was called to the Bar in the year 1874. He had
a leading practice first in the County Court, then in the Supreme
Court, and subsequently also in the High Court when this Court was
established. In each of these jurisdictions he successively won
distinction as an able advocate, skilled alike in handling witnesses
and in legal argument. When Sir John Madden, Chief Justice of
Victoria, died, SirR FraNK referred to his old friend as a formidable
legal gladiator. The same phrase may very aptly be applied to
our late Chief Justice.

Sir FraNK was truly learned in the law and some books which
he published were for many years of great assistance to practitioners.
As a lecturer at the University of Melbourne he helped to train

many members of the profession.




After a highly successful career at the Bar he was appointed a
Justice of this Court in 1913, and was appointed Chief Justice in
1931, resigning in October 1935. His work as a Judge gave ful]
scope to his legal knowledge and to the acute logical intellect which
was responsible for so much of his success. The record of his judicial
work is to be found in the reports of the decisions of this Court.

He had a large acquaintance with men and affairs and did not
allow the burden of his work to prevent a full enjoyment of life.
He was welcomed in many circles for his quick wit and was well
known for his great vitality. We sincerely mourn his death and we
express our deep sympathy with Lady Gavan Dufty and the members
of his family.
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