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Finding cases using terms and connectors

For complex or specific search queries, you can search using terms and Boolean connectors.

Click on Search tips for a list of connectors you can use.
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Search Tips

Plain Language

Boolean Terms & Connectors

Boolean Terms & Connectors Notifications -

To run your search as Boolean Terms & Connectors, you can:
* Include Boolean connectors and expanders:

/s In same sentence
Search Tips »

+s In same sentence and in same order Advanced 5
/p In same paragraph

+p In same paragraph and in same order

/[n] Within n (1-255) terms of

+[n] Within n (1-255) terms of and in same order -
% But not

[SPACE] OR connector
& AND connector

! Root expander suffix for variant endings

'Re

Finds documents containing all terms, in any order, and not necessarily together, e.g.,
AND (&) ) )

trade & mark & registration.

Or is the default search connector in Westlaw. Or is always processed before others,
OR e . R

even if it isn’t the first search operator you've entered.
BUT NOT Use BUT NOT (%) connector to exclude terms, e.g., taxation % income finds documents
(%) containing taxation but excludes documents containing income.
Root Finds terms with same beginning but different endings, e.g., object! finds object,
expander (!) objects, objected, objection, objecting.
Universal . Finds words with different characters, e.g., withdr*w finds withdraw and withdrew.
character (*)
Turn off Use the hash symbol (#), to find terms exactly as you typed them e.g., #damage to find
plurals (#) damage but not damages.

Quotation marks find singular and plurals e.g., "fiduciary duty" and fiduciary duties.
Phrase (" ") To search for an exact term and not find plurals, type the hash symbol before the word,

e.g., "fiduciary #duty.

. /p finds terms in the same paragraph, e.g., hearsay /p evidence.

Grammatical ) :

+p - first term must precede the second term and be in the same paragraph,
connectors . .
/b and +p e.g., capital +p punishment.
/E and +s /s - finds terms in the same sentence, e.g., design /s defect.

+s - first term must precede the second in the same sentence, e.g., capital +s gain.

. /n - search terms must appear within n words of each other, (n is a number from 1to

Numerical . . s ; :

255), e.g., drone /15 privacy finds drone within 15 words of privacy, in any order.
connectors
{::] +n - first search term must precede the second term by n terms, (n is a number from 1

to 255), e.g., business +5 sale finds business within 5 words of sale, in the same order.
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Finding cases using terms and connectors Guide

Finding cases using terms and connectors using the global search bar
1.  Use the global search bar to conduct your search and press Enter or click Search.
2. e.g., price /5 fix! AND telecommunication

3. Inthis example the search string looks for price within 5 words of fix and telecommunication.
The exclamation mark finds words such as fixed, fixing, fixes.

1. The overview page displays all results with your search terms highlighted in yellow.

2. Click on the highlighted words to open the document to that specific sentence.

THOMSON REUTERS
WESTLAW - regos Auvstala v NOCLIENTID  History  Folders  Favourites

SearchTgs  Advanced

<
Content types Overview (s)
Overview 5
| - o S
- elec
Ke
Cases wviewatizw
Se = " \
M Stanilite Pacific Ltd (in lig) v Seaton
it prome Court of New South Wales - NSW - 12N
The plaintilfs, Stanifite Pacific Limited (Pacific) [In Uquidation) and SL Electronics INSW) Pty Limited (Electronics; (in liquidation), sue
A 4152 the defendants, William Menry Brown Seaton and _z—:-;;
. ()
N o
carmed value methodology to recognise revenue and prafit undera fixed price telecommunications bontract (which was not completed),
because total contract revenues could '
present CoNract, the other party was obligad 10 pay the fined peice. The revenuves could be calculated with some precsion. Accordmngly

Finding cases using the Cases advanced search template

1. To use the Cases advanced search template, click on ALL Cases, and then Advanced next
to the global search bar.

THOMSON REUTERS

WESTLAW - Reglon: Australia Vv

Enter terms, citations, databases, questions, anything .

THOMSON REUTERS
WESTLAW -  region: Astralia v NOCLIENTID History Folders  Favourites

Contenttypes _PraC|

Key Numbers

The Laws of Australia
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Finding cases using terms and connectors Guide

2. The Find documents that have section contains fields to build a search string:
e All of these terms: director
e Any of these terms: liability duty

e This exact phrase: false statement

All State & Federal

Advanced

Advanced Search: Cases

St an vtart page
Lo at least oo fisld to create 2 Boolean Terms & Conn
Find documents that have Connectors and Expanders

& AND
All of these terms
/s Insame sentence

director Term frequency or OR
*5  Freceding within sentence
Any of these terms
/P Insame paragraph
liability duty Teem frequency wn phesse
This exact phrase *p Freceding within paragraph
% Butnot
false statement Term froquency

fn Within n terms of

1 Root exoander

3. The results screen will list the cases relevant to your search.

4. Filter using the panel on the left side of the screen.

« Back to Coses
Filter
Cases (2,407) e
Sedect multiple YOUR SEARCH  edit v
All of These Terms: director  Any of These Terms kability duty  This exact phrase: false statemaent
Filter category o
Cases 1.200 > Sort: Selesece v A = oo g =~
Restore previous filtess Select ol erms N items selacted
M 1. Becketty The Queen
Search within results Ceurtof Criminal Apgeal for New South Wales « NSW + 12December 2 4] Nswcca 305 B 2018 2ETACAMR B4 012
WL 7130839
Q
The applicant has been committed for trial on indictment in the District Court on the charge of perverting the course of justice pursuant
to the Crimes Act 1900, 5 313 (the offence). She...
Jurisdiction +
Date + -Dowling SC (Respandent] Matthew Hammond Solictors (Applicant] Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (Respondent] 2011/390953
[2014] NSWCCA 305 (2014,,
ed Status & .
10 possible taxation related offences in relation to unpaid stamp duty. The jucge at first instance, in refusing the attendes’s...
Practice Arsa +
M 2. Johnson Matthey {Aust) Ltd v Dascorp Pty Ltd
Juoge + Supreme Court of Victoria vic 8 Augu: a3 2003]VSC 281 2003]3VR1ITL 2 2003 WL 22054227
Legal Practitionas * The plaintiff is a large refiner of gold and other precious metals, Between 1994 and 1997 Mr Gaffney, a customer melter employed by the
plaintiff at #ts refinery at Settlement Road, ...
L +
Key Number + ~20k1268 20 Corparations 20k1210-k1352 Management and administration 20k1243-k1300 Duties and liabilities of officers of corporation
20k1268 Personal liability for acts of company corversion by company established lability of directors of corparation secondary or
Party + accessonal llability extent of directors’ knowledge Were the directors liable for the company’s conversion? The plaintiff was a large...
x File Nutib & firet defendant. The second and third defendants were the only directors of the first defendant. The plaintiff sought damages from the
Court File Numbar
defendants for conversion. it sued the directors as primary tortfeasors o« in the altemative, on a secondary ar accessorial basis as directors
o A d + whom It contended were liable for the company’s conversion of the plaintif’s gold, The Habllity of the directors as pamary tortfeasors was
Teviously Viewel
X NOL Magde out as the company...
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Connectors
AND (&) Finds documents containing all terms, in any order, and not necessarily
together, e.g., trade & mark & registration.
OR Or is the default search connector in Westlaw. Or is always processed
before others, even if it isn’t the first search operator you’ve entered.
BUT NOT connector Use BUT NOT (%) connector to exclude terms, e.g., taxation % income finds
(%) documents containing taxation but excludes documents containing income.

Finds terms with same beginning but different endings, e.g., object! finds

I
Root expander (1) object, objects, objected, objection, objecting.

Universal character Finds words containing different characters, e.g., withdr*w finds withdraw
* and withdrew.

Use the hash symbol (#), to find terms exactly as you typed them e.g.,
#damage to find damage but not damages.

Turn off plurals and
equivalents (#)

Phrase search terms appear in the exact order, within quotation marks.
Plurals are automatically found, e.g., "fiduciary duty" also finds fiduciary
Phrase (" ") duties.

If want to search for the exact term and not find plurals, type the hash
symbol in front of the word, e.g., "fiduciary #duty.

Grammatical /p finds terms in the same paragraph, e.g., hearsay /p evidence.
connectors +p the first term must precede the second term in the same paragraph, e.g.,
/p capital +p punishment.
+p /s finds terms in the same sentence, e.g., design /s defect.
/s +s the first term must precede the second term in the same sentence, e.g.,
+S capital +s gain.
/n the search terms must appear within n words of each other, where nis a

. number from 1to 255, e.g., drone /15 privacy finds drone within 15 words of
Numerical privacy, in any order)
connectors ’ ’
i r; +n the first search term must precede the second term by n terms, where n

is a number from 1 to 255, e.g., capital +5 punishment finds capital within 5
words of punishment, in the order they are written.

Looking for more information?

To sign into Westlaw Precision Australia, visit https://aulaw.thomsonreuters.com
For assistance using Westlaw Precision Australia, call 1800 020 548
To request training, click https://support.thomsonreuters.com.au/request-training

For additional training materials, visit https://support.thomsonreuters.com.au/
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